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feiness> 

1. ΊΗΕ LORD FRESICENT OF THE COUNCIL s a i d that a group of 
Members of Parliament with constituencies i n mining areas had 
sought to disrupt Government business i n the Cannons e a r l i e r 
that week. They were pri n c i p a l l y concerned about the further 
progress of a Private B i l l , the Associated B r i t i s h Ports (No 2) 
B i l l . Ά motion to carry over t h i s B i l l to the next 
Parliamentary session was due to be debated the following week 
and the MPs concerned held responded to the tabling of t h i s by 

Axkprolonging proceedings on the Children and Companies B i l l s , 
/^^<^pntrary to the timetable agreed with the Opposition. As a 

^ j ^ s u l t , a timetable motion on the two B i l l s would be moved l a t e r 
day, following questions on the Business Statement. This 
provide for proceedings on the Companies B i l l to be 

1 by 1.00 am the following day and far those on the 
. B i l l and the Ways and Means Motion on the Football 

,.ators B i l l to be completed by the end of business on the 
following day. The p o s s i b i l i t y of the mining group of MPs 
deploying^farther disruptive t a c t i c s - for example, during 
Commons ranstferation of lords amendments on the Local 
Governmen^an^ousing B i l l - cculd not be ruled cut, although 
the opportumtvHfor t h i s would not a r i s e u n t i l a f t e r the carry-
aver motion χτζ<^ Associated B r i t i s h Ports B i l l had been 

Government 
Housing 

i l l 

Ldren 

THE LORD EKEVY SEAL said 
defeats during the Report 
Housing B i l l i n the House of 
f i r s t held been when an 
Government advice to prevent 
housing associations s e l l i n g thei 
Although the Country Landowners I 
to accept the Government's approach, they had f a i l e d to b r i e f 
t h e i r supporters and there had been suppopfc>for the amendment 
from a l l sides of the House. The other /!tefeafc had resulted from 
an Opposition ambush on an amendment cunqm^j^e right-to-buy 
provisions on houses suitable for the elderftvani disabled. 

Government had suffered two 
the Local Government and 

previous evening. The 
carried against 

of r u r a l hemes b u i l t by 
,interest cn the open market, 

ration had been persuaded 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
reverses shculd not detract from the censi 
t i e Ministers handling the B i l l and the Bus 
had i n progressing the r e s t of the B i l l , much of i 
far more controversial, through the House of Lords 
on which the defeats had been sustained were also 
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i n the Cannons, and he would be discussing with the 
Government's Business Managers hew they could best be handled 
when the B i l l returned there. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a br i e f discussion, s a i d that the 
Government's policy on the issues had been carefully arrived a t 

VASard was a f׳ a i r one. Consideration should be given to hew the 
<x03tefeats could be reversed when the B i l l returned to the Cantons. 

< ^ T J ^ Secretary of State for the Environment should discuss the 
!rward with the Business Managers. 

AFFAIRS 

ldfard 
Case 

!he Cabinet -

Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's 
of i t s discussion and invited the Secretary of 

Stat^/fbd)the Environment to discuss with the Government's 
BusiAb*E)Wigers the further handling of the B i l l . 

that following an investigation by 
l i c e , the Crown had decided that the 

people for the Guildford and Woolwich 
on 19 October the convictions had 

Appeal. Following consultation 
other senior colleagues, he had 

an inquiry into the 
mass of crit i c i s m s which were 

2. THE HCME S i 
the Avon and 
conviction i n 197) 
bombings had been 
been quashed t y the 
with the Attorney-
invited S i r John May to 
circumstances of the case^ 
new being directed a t i t s 

I n the wake of the Court of j^p^Spd 
number of claims that the o o n v i ^ ^ ^ 
Birmingham pub bombings were als 
Chief constable of the West Midlc 
Crime Squad of h i s force following concern about a number of 

:ision there had been a 
of s i x people for the 1974 
ife. I n J u l y t h i s year the 
had disbanded the Serious 

recent cases involving the squad. Al 
same one that had been involved i n the 
investigation 15 years before, there 
that the e a r l i e r investigation was i n any 
member of the squad when i t was disbanded 
during that investigation. The subsequent 
supported by forensic evidence as well as ocnf 
the accused. Crucially, the case had been ext 
considered by the Court of Appeal i n 1987, which 
the original verdict. Although he was being p r 
the case again, there was no new material which 
any basis for doing so. 

squad was the 
pub bombings 
to suppose 

inted. Only one 
been a member 

had been 
made ty 



icn in the 

ice 

Kerenoe: 
1(89) 29 .2 

1he Cabinet -

Took note. 

mE SECRETARY OF STATE PCR HEALTH s\׳^5 a i d that the action by 
^ ^ p A u l a n o e s t a f f which had begun on 14 September had proceeded 

A^p*. f i v e weeks with few serious consequences. On 23 October 
W S f e v e r the Unions had introduced a number of new rules on 

roramg arrangements aimed a t disrupting services i n London. 
 fre Management Side of the National Health Service (NHS) Whitley׳
Oashcil, since they could not guarantee a r e l i a b l e ambulance 
service i n the c a p i t a l i n these circumstances, had had to stop 
the pay 
emerger 
Police, 
and the 
be 
not q u a l i f i 
had been f a 

ambulance s t a f f . For more than 24 hours 
fer had had to be provided by the Metropolitan 

istance from the S t John's Ambulance Brigade 
Although they had managed as well as could 

had had no properly equipped vehicles and were 
more than basic f i r s t a id treatment. I t 
it no serious incidents had occurred. 

Continuing, the 
following d i s c u s s i 
the Unions' l o c a l 
seme of the more' 
working had resumed 
Management Side and the 
day, and were to resume 
of an early settlement, s 
Ihe Unions were seeking a 
with the pay arrangements for 
Management Side, on the other 
implications of such a settlemerr 

OF STATE PGR HEAUH sa i d that, 
the London Ambulance Managers and 

the unions had agreed to revoke 
r u l e s , and previous patterns of 

Discussions between the 
also begun a t ACAS the same 

He was not optimistic 
two sides were very feu: apart. 

kgure pay increase and a l i n k 
emergency services. Ihe 

f u l l y aware of the 
or future negotiations with 
to r e s i s t the current other NHS s t a f f and were de< 

claim. A breakdown i n the t a l k s could result i n an escalation 
of industrial action i n various parts 
North West. I t would, however, be h i 
extra resources granted t o the NHS to 
swallowed up by increases i n the NHS pay 
should therefore give strong support to 
robust stance. I t was known that he was 
arrangements with the Secretary of State for for 
Armed Forces to provide an accident and 
necessary, t u t he proposed t o continue to take the, 
would be most undesirable for arrangements to hav< 
into operation. 

country such as the 
ttable i־ f the 

ices were 
Ihe Government 

Side's 

IHE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a b r i e f discussion, sau! 
Government had to ensure that an adequate accident and 
service was provided throughout the country, !here would< 

the 



r e a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n providing t h i s service i f the ambulance 
s t a f f dispute escalated and the police and voluntary services 
had to provide a substitute service on a regular b a s i s . I t was 
necessary therefore to have i n reserve arrangements for using 
the armed forces but no alternative agency had e i t h e r the 
equipment or the training needed to provide the f u l l range of 
w. ambulance services. Nevertheless the Secretary of State for 

.1th, together with other interested Ministers, must ensure 
at adequate contingency plans were made. I t was c r u c i a l , i f 

ationary pay r i s e s i n the NHS generally were t o be avoided, 
Management Side were given f u l l support. Most 

_.tly, the Unions should not be allowed t o get into a 
i t i o n where they could provide a skeleton ambulance service 

ensure that t ״ h e i r members were not suffering unacceptable 
losses i n pay, with the r e s u l t that the NHS management and the 
Govemment>w1ere gradually manoeuvred into a weak position. 

Ihe Cabi 

Took 
of t h i s 
of State f a 

approval, of the Prime Minister's surtming up 
i r discussion, and invited the Secretary 
to proceed accordingly. 

3. IHE FOREIGN AtiD 
been a positive domest: 
outcome of the t a l k s be 
which took place i n Madri 
Br i t a i n had taken steps of 
towards a normal relationshi; 
nothing on sovereignty over 
for B r i t i s h business i n Argenti 
Argentine Government had 
r e s t r i c t i v e practices, !here 
security of the Falkland Islands 
message to the Islanders when the talks 
of the Falkland Islands had reported ' 
content with the outcome. The next set 
place i n Madrid on 14/15 February 1990. 
include a discussion en diplomatic r e l a t i 

SECRETARY said that there had 
international reaction to the 

United Kingdom and Argentina 
.7 to 19 October. 

the national i n t e r e s t 
ina but had conceded 

and Islands. New openings 
been created since the 

to l i f t a l l r e s t r i c t i o n s and 
no diminution i n the 

He had sent a personal 
uded. The Governor 

.anders were 
would take 

would 

had 

present 
time agreement had been limited to a resunpti^^^gpconsular 
relations. A l l i n a l l , the outcome of the tal3e!3!Sa3\been a 
d i s t i n c t success. 

In a b r i e f discussion, i t was noted that the Uhi 
Defense Secretary, Mr Dick Cheney, had told the ; 
State for Defence that the United States Government 
interested i n the r e s u l t of the t a l k s and hoped that 
relations with Argentina would continue to improve. 



Secretary of State for Defence had under lined the need for 
continued r e s t r a i n t on arms s a l e s to Argentina, to which Mr 
Cheney had responded sympathetica! l y . 

revious 
eferenoe: 
:(89) 28.3 

FOREIGN AND OCMMDNWEALIH SECRETARY said that Mr Egon Krenz 
replaced Mr Er i c h Honecker as Chairman of the Council of 

of the German Democratic Republic (GER). Mr Krenz was 
of positive changes. Ihe media was now a l ז i t t l e more 
Promises had been made of freer t r a v e l . But there was no 

1 that the regime was prepared for genuine p o l i t i c a l reform. 
GCR authorities wanted t o avoid the use of force against 

demonstrators because of possible Soviet displeasure and West 
German apsfcinternat ional reaction. But the situation remained 
v o l a t i l i t y 

I n a br i e f (pisjijigsicn. 
Nuclear P I 
German Def 
the t o t a l f i 
year had been 
come from East 
and h a l f refugees. 
Soviet Union and 
Eastern European 
whereas a month ago 
li n e that i t was proud 
more recently the inflow 
problems i n West Germany 

i t was noted that: a t the meeting of the 
i n Portugal on 24/25 October, the West 

Herr Stoltenberg, had confirmed that 
Germans t r a v e l l i n g to West Germany t h i s 

000. Of these approximately 140,000 had 
pf which h a l f had been legal emigrants 

aining 360,000 had come frcm the 
^German minority populations i n other 

Herr Stoltenberg had said that 
in Government was taking the 
these new responsibilities, 

was causing p o l i t i c a l 

'4, 
€5 

fungary 

evious 
eferenoe: 
:(89) 28.3 

THE FOREIGN AND OCMMDNWEAIIH SECROiARY said that Hungary had 
made further str i d e s towards democracy including the creation of 

c") on the 
I t u t i o n l a i d 

Parliament was 
control, 
and the 
Workers' 
ing about 

a new Republic (no longer a "People's 
anniversary of the 1956 Uprising. H 
the basis for a Western s t y l e multi-
already dismantling t r a d i t i o n a l i n s t 
including the Workers' M i l i t i a . Much of 
perquisites enjoyed by the former Hungarian 
Party were being rescinded. Assessments were 
the prospects for the ! 5residential elections, 
take place soon. leading Communist o f f i c i a l s had 
that they would be able to maintain t h e i r i n f l 
strong Oonmunist President and through playing an 
i n a coal i t i o n government. Both these calculations 
l e s s plausible. Ihe Opposition was becoming more 
steadily gaining support, ihe Hungarian S o c i a l i s t 
candidate for the Presidental election, Mr Imre Pozsgay, 

due to 



currently v i s i t i n g London where he would have discussions with 
the Prime Minister, with the Foreign and Ccmmcnwealth Secretary, 
the Secretary of State for Defence and the Minister of State, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. There was l e s s certainty that 
Mr Pozsgay would win the Presidential election since there were 
new other strong candidates i n the race. The Foreign and 

^^yOcrtnonwealth Office would continue t o play close 
 .ttention to the situation, which was changing rapidly^׳^<

^ 2 a f r b r i e f discussion, i t was noted that a delegation of Soviet 
"ywfeWiad to l d the Prime Minister during the Conservative Party 
unferenoe that one of the side e f f e c t s of increased glasnost 
u ^ t h e Soviet Union had been a more open revival of a n t i -
Semitism. Μ though there had been improvements i n the degree 
of freedom of action and r e l i g i o n permitted to Soviet Jews, many 
more wer^jw seeking to emigrate from the Soviet Union. 

THE FRIME 
discussion at 
(CHOGM) held i n 
p o l i t i c a l scene, 
economic scene 1 
and the Prime 
debate on the world 
Ccmnonwealth countries 
North/South dialogue, 
firmly opposed to renewal^f 
adnd the experience at the 
The economic problems faced 
dealt with much more e f f e c t i v 
i n s t i t u t i o n s such as the World 
Monetary Fund. The question had" 
Finance Ministers, which was 

i d that there had been a wide-ranging 
ponwealth Heads of Government Meeting 

mpur from 18-24 October on the world 
the United Kingdom, and on the world 

Prime Minister of Jamaica, Mr Manley, 
, Mr Mulroney. During the 

:ene a number of t h i r d world 
for the revival of the 
c l e a r that B r i t a i n was 

North/South dialogue, having i n 
Conference and afterwards. 

World countries could be 
ing international 

,and the International 
remitted to Cccrmoriwealth 

outcome. There had been a a 
comprehensive discussion on the environment, on which 
differences of opinion had surfaced as 
Commonwealth countries wanted to establ 
International Environment Fund. She 
pointing out that existing i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and the United Nations Environment Prog 
tackling world environmental problems e f f i c i 
point i n setting up new and expensive bureau 
happened over the United Nations Educational, 
Cultural Organisation. I n the end the B r i t i s h v i 
accepted. There had been a productive discussion 
B r i t a i n had signed ten b i l a t e r a l agreements with י 
countries, which would enable governments to trace 
confiscate the proceeds from drug tr a f f i c k i n g . She 
signed the tenth agreement with Malaysia during the 

Cted. Many 
separate 

t h i s proposal, 
the World Bank 

capable of 
There was no 
.as had 

Lc and 
vbeen 

Ith 
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Not a l l Commonwealth countries had signed such agreements, nor 
the United Nations Convention on Human Rights. I t was hoped 
that many more would have done so by the time of the next CHOGM. 

Continuing, the PRIME MINISTER sa i d that the debate on South 
t Africa had predictably revealed such hypocrisy. Ihe expected 

^ ^ d i f f e r e n c e s of view had surfaced. Ihe Australian and Canadian 
yA^cme. Ministers had taken the lead i n pressing for additional 

^ ^ i h a n c i a l sanctions against South Africa. They had been taken 
<s£2£Sf$k. by the debt rescheduling agreement negotiated between the 

c i a l banks and South Af r i c a . She had pointed out that the 
responsibility of the banks was to the i r shareholders and 

! t o r s . This meant taking a l l possible action to recover 
Wider the agreement $1.5 b i l l i o n of existing debt would 

be rescheduled over a 3 1/2 year period. A number of countries 
had pressaHaoth for tightening economic and fina n c i a l 
sancticnB^aiwrenoving export c r e d i t cover. On four s p e c i f i c 
points rasttpjS^ad disagreed with the f i n a l Ocnmunique, which 
the Forei 
s k i l l . B r i 
paragraphs 
position. 
statement, s e t t 
hypocrisy of the 
i l l u s t r a t e d by the 
had told her that i 
Oatmunique came into 
consequences for h i s 
extra economic assistance 
set cut the substantial ο 
improve the s i t u a t i o n i n S c w i 
Britain had decided not to s"׳ 
South Africa and p a r t i c i p a t i 
Group i n Namibia would be spent 
poverty i n South A f r i c a . I t was 

t h Secretary had negotiated with great 
firmly expressed i t s disagreement on these 

been given the opportunity to explain i t s 
I been decided to issue the B r i t i s h 
B r i t a i n ' s stand on these points. The 
ion on South Africa had been v i v i d l y 

of one African Head of Government who 
sanctions agreed i n the 

t h i s would have damaging 
\^ Hence he would l i k e to request 

Britain. I n the debate she had 
^:icn made by B r i t a i n to help 
" l e a . Those funds which 

a monitoring agency for 
Commonwealth Observers' 

leviating hunger and 
c a l that those 

d effectively be 

ism 

c  * ׳ ~

governments advocating sanctions 
contributing to increased hunger and deprivation i n South 
Africa. Nevertheless, the discussion ojHgeuth Africa had not 
been as unpleasant as a t the Nassau CHCxafT^jA number of 
African Heads of Government, including Ntgejpja^s, had expressed 
warm gratitude to B r i t a i n for i t s militaryrw^tconcmic 
assistance. 
Continuing, the PRIME MINISTER sa i d that there 
developments over Namibia. A number of third 
countries were putting forward a resolution i n 
Nations which would t i e the hands of the united Na 
Representative, Mr Ahtisaari. Mr Ahtisaari's ' 
c e r t i f y whether the elections had been free and f a i r , 
of African governments were new worried that the South 
Africa People's Organisation (SWAPO) would not get the 
expected two-thirds majority. One Head of Government had 

worrying 
.th 



that i f SWAPO did not obtain such a majority i t would fight. 
She had pointed out firmly that t h i s attitude bore no relation 
to genuine democracy. Similarly, the report of the 
Commonwealth Observers' Group, to which B r i t a i n had ri g h t l y 
decided not to belong, had been very biased. I t had made no 
mention of the death camps run by SWAPO i n Angola where people 

 been tortured. Although reports of these camps had ־
1 i n the international press, the churches had made no 
of them i n t h e i r recent statements. Sane of the people 

. undergone torture i n these camps were now fighting SWAPO 
elections. She had made c l e a r that the Commonwealth 

-!!g should not undermine the task of Mr Ahtisaari who had 
s p e c i f i c a l l y asked to judge whether the elections had been 

properly conducted. 

Cent 

the Pr 
agreement 
of the 
the number, 
unanimously i n 
Anyaoku, which 
double-deeding ov 
Prime Minister of 
that Malta should 
Government's chances 
been no discussion of 
f i n a l stages of the meet: 
Government of h i s applica 
African Heads of Government 
Ministers of Canada and 
one vote i n favour of select! 
before the issue was to be de 
and demanded that he withdraw 
put the issue to a vote. Dr i 

FRIME MINISTER sa i d that the election of the new 
stary General had been s k i l l f u l l y handled by 
of Malaysia, Dr Mahathir. He had secured 

a secret b a l l o t he would announce the name 
had received most votes, without specifying 

invited Heads of Government then to vote 
of the winning candidate. Chief Emeka 

dene. There had been regrettable 
i c e of venue for the next CHOGM. The 
Adami, had proposed over a year ago 

This would have increased h i s own 
orthcaming elections. There had 

ion at Kuala Lumpur u n t i l the 
Adami had reminded Heads of 
ing the Retreat. Meanwhile, 
lluded with the Prime 

put together a majority of 
Only f i f t e e n minutes 

had approached Dr Adami 
proposal, otherwise they would 

decided that he had no 
alternative but to withdraw. He behaved with great dignity 
throughout these discreditable 

I n a b r i e f discussion, i t was pointed 
negotiations on the Communique the origi 
friendly references to the United Nations 
i n Namibia. After a long and heated argu 
committee had succeeded i n deleting the f r i 
The Foreign Ministers of Zimbabwe and Nigeria 
par t i c u l a r bitterness towards Mr Ahtisaari. I t 
noticeable that while the Canadian Prime Minister 
high p r o f i l e i n pressing for increased sanctions ! 
Africa, Canada's trade with South A f r i c a had soared 
dramatically. This had caused sane embarrassment to 
Canadians who had pressed for tighter monitoring of f 
but not trade, flews. I t was noted that Britain's own 

8 

the 
had contained 
Representative 

>rity i n the 

been 
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trade with South A f r i c a had diminished. The decrease had been 
taken up by Japanese and West German exports. I t was 
si g n i f i c a n t that despite a l l the arguments B r i t a i n s t i l l 
provided 30 per cent of the funds for the Ocnmonwealth 
Secretariat budget compared with Canada (16 per cent) and 
Australia (2 per cent) with equally small percentages from the 

0y0ther Commonwealth countries. I׳־^ t was helpful that B r i t a i n ' s 
^ X ^ t a r d on South A f r i c a had subsequently been supported by the 

^ ^ J f t i t e d States Secretary of State, Mr Baker, and by a number c 
<^efc!3£r Governments. 

Cabinet -

note. 

of 

FAIRS 

cial 

4. ΊΗΕ 
A f f a i r s 
of the Social 
following 
June the Unitedי 
for a Charter vhi 
eleven member sta 
the European Council 
further discussion. 

meeting 

.at 

OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said that the Social 
30 October would consider a revised version 

produced by the French Presidency 
: o f f i c i a l l e v e l . He recalled that i n 
had opposed the Commission's proposal 

η accepted i n principle by the other 
subject had been discussed again i n 
i d , which had set guidelines for 

ntion was to have the Charter 
Eurcpean Council on 8-9 December, 

pful changes: i t stated that 
v t h a t the primary 

ιίχλρΡ would res t with national 
ion of extending the 

lems remained: the t e x t 

adopted a t the 
Ihe revised text i׳ n c l 
job creation was a tcp pr 
responsibility for implem 
governments; and that there wgjg 
Community's competence. But -
referred'to the"need to s e t an "«g3<able wage'; implied the 
regulation of hours of work and ftftidays for workers; embodied a 
riqht to s t r i k e and r i ^ t s for TraSfe Unions to negotiate 
col l e c t i v e agreements; included a right of access to training 
for a l l workers; and s e t cut special prov; 
young people. !here was a danger that י 
to j u s t i f y the extension of Ccmraunity 
so c i a l security area, including pensions 
the disabled. Ihe Commission were ρ 
implement the Charter, but t h i s would not be 
October Council and i t was even doubtful whe 
available at the Eurcpean Council meeting i n 
would continue to take the l i n e that the united 
a s o c i a l dimension for the internal market, especf 
creation of employment. But the Charter i n i t s ρ 
was unacceptable: feu: from creating jobs, the regula 
wages and conditions of work would destroy them, 
states, for example Ireland and Denmark, shared cur 
about Community competence and Portugal was worried about 

for work t y 
cculd be used 
into the whole 
treatment of 
iction plan to 

a t the 30 
d be 
He 



anti-competitive aspects: but i t was unclear hew f a r they would 
sustain t h e i r opposition. Germany and the Benelux countries, 
by contrast, wanted to write i n a number of s p e c i f i c minimum 
standards. Ihe meeting of the Council could w e l l end i n 
confusion, but equally the united Kingdom could be i n a 

k minority of one. I t would be essential to explain the 
£^\cpvernment's position publicly. His Department had j u s t 

v ^ j p b l i s h e d a booklet on employee involvement, and had prepared 
Ajkit sheets on the government's p o l i c i e s and progress i n the 

<^se£^al area. I t was also possible to cost certain aspects of 
i n i t s existing form, for example an 'equitable 
eventually cost more than one million jobs. 

I n ,!aiscussion i t was pointed cut that the issue had a high 
p o l i t i c a l profile, and a co-ordinated campaign of a r t i c l e s and 
speeches a M ^ a i n i n g the government's position wculd be needed, 
e s p e c i a w i n the United Kingdom were isolated a t the 30 October 
Courcil^C35^b&e other hand putting figures on the effects of 
the 
necessary 
Ideally, an 
ought to be 
major r i s k of 
r e l a t i v e to the 
prosperous Member 
expensive oonditi 
referred to the princ 
i t i n practice; and 
Member States, such as 
unions, which wculd make \ 
inappropriate. Even so, a l 
presentation of the gov! 
continue to negotiate within 
sort of text which was a 
decide that there was no chance 
prev a i l . 

i c a l l y d i f f i c u l t and i t would f i r s t be 
that they were proof against c r i t i c i s m , 
analysis of the effects of the Charter 

1e community as a whole. !here was a 
the competitiveness of the Community 

irld, and of burdening the l e s s 
such as Portugal, with excessively 

ugh the Commission constantly 
subsidiarity, they tended to ignore 

: r a d i c a l differences between 
irticn of workers i n trade 

t i o n of employment conditions 
the best possible public 

the Government should 
i t y on the basis of the 
should not prematurely 

t h i s point of view icoeptabli 

Summing up the discussion, IHE ΕΚΓΜΕ 
meeting on 30 October, the Secretary of 
should firmly register cur objections 
should explain the sort of charter which t l 
could accept, without seeking to resolve t l 
same time, in conjunction with the Chancello: 
Lancaster, he should consider the most e f f e c t ! 
publicly presenting the government's point 

Ihe Cabinet -

said that, at the 
for Employment 

text and 
Kingdom 

At the 
Duchy of 

of 

Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's 
of i t s discussion and invited the Secretary of Sta 
Employment to proceed accordingly. 
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE said that, a t the meeting of the 
Agriculture Council on 23/24 October, the German Minister, with 
support from a number of other Member States, had strongly 
c r i t i c i s e d the decision of the Ccrrmission to determine the 
Community's 1989 cereal harvest a t 160.5 million tonnes which, 
under the 1988 agreement on agricultural s t a b i l i s e r s , was j u s t 
s u f f i c i e n t to trigg e r an automatic 3 per cent cut i n cereals 

ort prices for 1990. This was ironic, since Germany held 
icusly been among the Member States pressing for the 

don to make the determination a t an early stage, when the 
of uncertainty was necessarily greater. Under the 1988 
it a further consequence of the harvest exceeding 160 
, tonnes shculd be an additional levy on cereal s 

^ v ״ ^ i c » 1 of 0.3 per cent, but the Commission held proposed that 
t h i s shculd be ignored on de minimis grounds, even though the 
l o s s to the Community's budget would be sane 50 m i l l i o n ECU. 

 η 1 י_β -1- י י

Μ 
He had 
deci s i 
the G 
recovered 0 
been fUrtht 
Occmunity-fi 
disadvantaged 
Ihe effect of 
United Kingdom, 
i n other Member 

elated i n opposing t h i s departure fran the 1988 
had, however, supported a proposed, put forward by 

e r that would re s u l t i n the missing levy being 
iter date. During the some meeting, there had 

ion of the Commission's proposed to l i m i t 
tyments to livestock farmers i n 

a maximum number of livestock per farm, 
i t would be v i r t u a l l y confined to the 

. farms tended to be lar g e r than those 
His opposition to the proposed had 
of principle, by the Dutch Minister 
help fran the French Presidency, 
.oner, on the other hand, appeared 

the given s i z e were owned by 
d be continued during the 

commencing on 29 

some י 
been supported, as ε 
and had received 
The I r i s h Agriculture 
to assume that any UK f 
r i c h landlords. The 
informal meeting of Agricul 
October. 

I n a br i e f discussion i t was nai&^Chat a considerable number of 
farmers i n both Scotland and Wale^would be affected by the 
limitation, i f i t were agreed. The United Kingdom had had seme 
success i n the past i n r e s i s t i n g discriminatory measures of t h i s 
sort, and i t would be essential to oont 
economy of even large farms i n h i l l 
The present policy of the Commission 
switch i n support towards smaller farms. 
Member States such as Ireland, Greece and 
the United Kingdom. 

The Cabinet -

Took. note. 

Cabinet Office 

26 October 1989 
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t o do so. The 
very f r a g i l e . 

a s i g n i f i c a n t 
d benefit 
disadvantage 




