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1. THE IORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL- said that a group of
Members of Parliament with constituencies in mining areas had
sar;httodismptGavenwthrsi:essinttnOmmnearlier
that week. They were principally concerned about the further
progress of a Private Bill, the Associated British Ports (No 2)
Bill. A motion to carry over this Bill to the next
Parliamentary session was due to be debated the following week
and the MPs concerned had responded to the tabling of this by
rolongmgprooeedirgsmthemildrmamm;:aniesmls,
%xm:ytothetimetableagreedwiththeo;positim. As a '
t, a timetable motion on the two Bills would be moved later
day, following questions on the Business Statement. This
rovide for proceedings on the Campanies Bill to be
by 1.00 am the following day and for those on the
dren Bill and the Ways and Means Motion on the Football
tors Bill to be campleted by the end of business on the
following day. The possibility of the mining group of MPs
paxther disruptive tactics - for example, during
leration of Iords amendments on the Local

THE IORD PRIVY SEAL said t Govermment had suffered two
defeats during the Report the Local Govermment and
Housing Bill in the House of previous evening. The
first had been when an carried against
Govermment advice to prevent of rural hames built by
housing associations selling thei¥(interest on the open market.
Althouch the Country ILandowners iation had been persuaded
to accept the Goverrment's approach, they had failed to brief
their supporters and there had been suppo or the amendment
from all sides of the House. The other had resulted from
an Opposition ambush on an amendment

provisions on houses suitable for the el

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT sade
reverses should not detract from the considerah(le €
the Ministers handling the Bill and the BusinessBhay
had in progressing the rest of the Bill, much of it
far more controversial, through the House of Lords.(
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in the Camons, and he would be discussing with the

Government's Business Managers how they could best be handled
when the Bill returned there.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brief discussion, said that the
Govermment's policy on the issues had been carefully arrived at
was a fair one. Consideration should be given to how the
feats could be reversed when the Bill returned to the Commons.
Secretary of State for the Enviromment should discuss the

rward with the Business Managers.

The Cabinet -

2. Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's
of its discussion and invited the Secretary of
sta Enviromment to discuss with the Goverrment's
i the further handling of the Bill.

aid that following an investigation by
police, the Crown had decided that the
people for the Guildford and Woolwich
and on 19 October the convictions had
OB Appeal. Following consultation
il _other senior colleagues, he had

invited Sir John May -1', an inquiry into the
circumstances of the caselehg/ he mass of criticisms which were
now being directed at its hérG >

In the wake of the Court of

mmber of claims that the convi of six people for the 1974
Birmingham pub bombings were al e. In July this year the
Chief Constable of the West Midl had disbanded the Serious
Crime Squad of his force following concern about a number of
recent cases involving the squad. Al

same one that had been involved in the B

investigation 15 years before, there was\®

that the earlier investigation was in any ¥

member of the squad when it was disbanded Dad’2

during that investigation. The subsequent GhRH0
supported by forensic evidence as well ?Xﬁ,‘.‘

the accused. Crucially, the case had been exteRsiNg
considered by the Court of Appeal in 1987, which had 8¢

the original verdict. Although he was being pressig )

the case again, there was no new material which coul

any basis for doing so.

2
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH said that the action by
ance staff which had begun on 14 September had proceeded
five weeks with few serious consequences. On 23 October
er the Unions had introduced a mumber of new rules on
aimed at disrupting services in London.
Side of the National Health Service (NHS) Whitley
i1, since they could not guarantee a reliable ambulance
service in the capital in these ciraumstances, had had to stop
e ambulance staff. For more than 24 hours
er had had to be provided by the Metropolitan
agsistance from the St John's Ambulance Brigade
“rd%s. Although they had managed as well as could
had had no properly equipped vehicles and were
pve more than basic first aid treatment. It

also bequn at ACAS the same
He was not optimistic

fully aware of the
or future negotiations with

claim. A breakdown in the talks could result in an escalation
of industrial action in various parts of ihe

swallowed up by increases in the NHS pay

should therefore give strong support to

robust stance. It was known that he was

arrangements with the Secretary of State for

Armed Forces to provide an accident and emerge e
necessary, but he proposed to continue to take the that it
would be most undesirable for arrangements to havéd@ DB

into operation.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brief discussion,
Government had to ensure that an adequate accident

3
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real difficulties in providing this service if the ambulance
staff dispute escalated and the police and voluntary services
had to provide a substitute service on a regular basis. It was
necessary therefore to have in reserve arrangements for using
the armed forces but no alternative agency had either the
equipment or the training needed to provide the full range of
ambulance services. Nevertheless the Secretary of State for
th, together with other interested Ministers, must ensure
t adequate contingency plans were made. It was crucial, if
tionary pay rises in the NHS generally were to be avoided,
Management Side were given full support. Most
y, the Unions should not be allowed to get into a
tion where they could provide a skeleton ambulance service
ensure that their members were not suffering unacceptable
losses in pay, with the result that the NHS

and the
GWW gradually manoeuvred into a weak position.
The Cab
Took

approval, of the Prime Minister's sumning up
of this ir discussion, and invited the Secretary
of State fo to proceed accordingly.

for British business in 2

restrictive practices. There had Pee

security of the Falkland Islands. He had sent a personal
message to the Islanders when the talks cgncluded. The Governor
of the Falkland Islands had reported §

content with the outcome. The next set

place in Madrid on 14/15 February 1990. \

include a discussion on diplamatic relations

time agreement had been limited to a resumptiGi

relations. All in all, the outcome of the tz

In a brief discussion, it was noted that the Uni :
Defense Secretary, Mr Dick Cheney, had told the % f
State for Defence that the United States Goverrment wa§Xgh
interested in the result of the talks and hoped that :1\-,,,

4
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Secretary of State for Defence had underlined the need for
continued restraint on arms sales to Argentina, to which Mr
Cheney had responded sympathetically.

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that Mr Egon Krenz
replaced Mr Erich Honecker as Chairman of the Council of
of the German Democratic Republic (GIR). Mr Krenz was

of positive changes. The media was now a little more

“ “Promises had been made of freer travel. But there was no

s that the regime was prepared for genuine political reform.
GIR authorities wanted to avoid the use of force against
demonstrators because of possible Soviet displeasure and West
German tional reaction. But the situation remained

it was noted that at the meeting of the
in Portugal on 24/25 October, the West
, Herr Stoltenberg, had confirmed that

ast Germans travelling to West Germany this

minority populations in other
Herr Stoltenberg had said that
Govermment was taking the
g\on these new responsibilities,
b R)gees was causing political

mm@mmsngxsaidﬂﬁtﬂmmhad

made further strides towards democracy including the creation of
a new Republic (no longer a "People's Re 'c“) on the
anniversary of the 1956 Uprising. The dnstitution laid
the basis for a Western style milti-pa Zoivs

already dismantling traditional i

including the Workers' Militia. [

perquisites enjoyed by the former Hungarian

the prospects for the Presidential elections, N

take place soon. Leading Communist officials had &

that they would be able to maintain their influence(4

strong Commnist President and through playing an i Sk

in a coalition goverrment. Both these calculations

less plausible. The Opposition was becoming mo ed VL
steadily gaining support. The Hungarian Socialist Party
cardidate for the Presidental election, Mr Imre Pozsgay,

5

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL]

-

currently visiting London where he would have discussions with
the Prime Minister, with the Foreign and Commorwealth Secretary,
the Secretary of State for Defence and the Minister of State,
Foreign and Commorwealth Office. There was less certainty that
Mr Pozsgay would win the Presidential election since there were
now other strong candidates in the race. The Foreign and
Commorwealth Office would contimue to play close

ttention to the situation, which was changing rapidly.

brief discussion, it was noted that a delegation of Soviet
told the Prime Minister during the Conservative Party
%rence that one of the side effects of increased glasnost
the Soviet Union had been a more open revival of anti-
Semitism. Although there had been improvements in the degree
of freedom of action and religion permitted to Soviet Jews, many
more seeking to emigrate from the Soviet Union.

' the United Kingdom, and on the world
e Primuimstarof Jamaica, Mr Manley,
ada, Mr Mulroney. During the
sceneammberofttﬂxdmrld
for the revival of the
ade clear that Britain was
a8, North/South dialogue, having in
mind the experience at the angc4i Omferencearﬂafterwards
The econamic problems faced G
dealt with much more effective M 5
institutions such as the World (

comprehensive discussion on the e:w1mm1errl:, on which
differences of opinion had surfaced as ppedicted. Many

pointing cut that e:-dsting institutions

and the United Nations Enviromment P

tackling world envirormental problems efflci 8

point in setting up new and expensive bureaucrQe "\
happened over the United Nations Educational, .

Cultural Organisation. In the end the British vigy

accepted. There had been a productive discussion (
Britain had signed ten bilateral agreements with ComeGpi
countries, which would enable govermments to trace an§
confiscate the proceeds from drug trafficking. She helelf/ha
signed the tenth agreement with Malaysia during the Conf s
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Not all Commonwealth countries had signed such agreements, nor
the United Nations Convention on Human Rights. It was hoped
that many more would have done so by the time of the next CHOGM.

Contimiing, the PRIME MINISTER said that the debate on South

Africa had predictably revealed much hypocrisy. The expected
fferences of view had surfaced. The Australian and Canadian
ime Ministers had taken the lead in pressing for additional

é bythedebtresdaedulhgagreeuentmgotiatedbeumnthe
jal banks and South Africa. She had pointed out that the
responsibility of the banks was to their shareholders and
itors. This meant taking all possible action to recover
. Under the agreement $1.5 billion of existing debt would

be rescheduled over a 3 1/2 year period. A mmber of countries
Zom > for tightening econamic and financial
and) removing export credit cover. On four specific
sad disagreed with the final Communique, which
rwealth Secretary had negotiated with great
irmly expressed its disagreement on these
been given the opportunity to explain its
d been decided to issue the British
Britain's stand on these points. The
@xion on South Africa had been vividly
e of one African Head of Goverrment who

5 immédebyBritaintohelp
improve the situation in ica. Those funds which
Britain had decided not to a monitoring agency for

poverty in South Africa.

goverrments advocating sanctions

contributing to increased hunger and deprivation in South
Africa. Nevertheless, the discussion Africa had not
been as unpleasant as at the Nassau . ))A mumber of
African Heads of Govermment, including

warm gratitude to Britain for its mili

assistance.
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that if SWAPO did not obtain such a majority it would fight.
Shehadpoirrtedcutfirmlythatthisattitlﬁeboremmhtim
to gemaine democracy. Similarly, the report of the
Cammorwealth Observers' Graup, to which Britain had rightly
decided not to belong, had been very biased. It
mention of the death camps run by SWAFO in Angola where pecple
been tortured. Although reports of these camps had
in the international press, the churches had made no
ion of them in their recent statements. Same of the people
torture in these camps were now fighting SWAFO
elections. She had made clear that the Commorwealth
should not undermine the task of Mr Ahtisaari who had
specificallyaskedtojmemmertrnelectiaﬂ had been
properly conducted.

s PRIME MINISTER said that the election of the new
becre General had been skillfully handled by

Adami, had proposed over a year ago
- This would have increased his own
OB forthcaming elections. There had
been no discussion of RISAIIRS ion at Kuala Dumpur until the
fi:ralsbagesofthemet
Goverrment of his applicatd ;

put together a majority of
gfare. Q)ly fifteen minutes
oy had approached Dr Adami

In a brief discussion, it was pointed

negotiations on the Commnique the origina

friendly references to the United Nations S

in Namibia. After a long and heated a

camittee had succeeded in deleting the friend

The Foreign Ministers of Zimbabwe and Nigeria h&
particular bittermess towards Mr Ahtisaari. It A
noticeable that while the Canadian Prime Minister i@
high profile in pressing for increased sanctions agasn
Africa, Canada's trade with South Africa had soared
dramatically. - This had caused some embarrassment to the
Canadians who had pressed for tighter monitoring of fi
but not trade, flows. It was noted that Britain's own

8
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trade with South Africa had diminished. The decrease had been
takmmbyJapameearﬂﬂestGermnaq:orts. It was
significant that despite all the arguments Britain still
prwided30percentoftlnfmﬂsforﬂn0mmalth
Secretariathﬁgetcmparedwithcanada(lspercmt)arﬂ
mtralia(Zpercart)witheqnllymllpementaqafmmthe
Camorwealth countries. It was helpful that Britain's
on South Africa had subsequently been supported by the
'tedStatesSecretaIyofstate,anaker,a:ﬂbyamrberof

F STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT -said that the Social
30 October would consider a revised version
: by the French Presidency

<G at official level. He recalled that in
5 had opposed the Camnission's proposal
20\been accepted in principle by the other
subject had been discussed again in

id, which had set guidelines for

tention was to have the Charter

job creation was a top

responsibility for implement

govermments; and that there

Community's competence. But

referred to the need to set an

regulation of hours of work and

right to strike and rights for

collective agreements; included a right of
for all workers; and set out special prw
young people. There was a danger that (e Qe
to justify the st

creation of employment.

was unacceptable: far fram creating jobs,
wages and conditions of work would destroy them. me 7
states, for example Ireland and Dermark, shared our Conceyn
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anti-competitive aspects: but it was unclear how far they would
sustain their opposition. Germany and the Benelux countries,
bycmtrast,wrtedtouriteinanmberotspeciﬁcmmmm
standards. The meeting of the Council could well end in
confusion, but equally the United Kingdom could be in a
minority of one. It would be essential to explain the

1ished a booklet on employee involvement, and had prepared

@;W'B position publicly. His Department had just

/&:tsheetsmthegovemlt'apoliciesarﬂpmgress in the

5 e s W o 2

area. It was also possible to cost certain aspects of
in its existing form, for example an 'equitable
might eventually cost more than one million jobs.

In 4i ion it was pointed out that the issue had a high
political profile, and a co-ordinated campaign of articles and
speeches gxplaining the government's position would be needed,

: the United Kingdom were isolated at the 30 October

major risk of e
relative to the

it in practice; and -,

Member States, such as

inappropriate.

presentation of the exTiment
continue to negotiate within thelZ?
sortoftextwﬂchwasacx:eptabl
decide that there was no chance of\jma
prevail.

ZLA%

referred to the pr “&
"'\'l‘

z/

Suming up the discussion, THE PRIME

meeting on 30 October, the Secretary of

should firmly register our cbjections

should explain the sort of charter which

could accept, without seeking to resolve ths

same time, in conjunction with the Chancell 7. e
Iancaster, he should consider the most effectivg i
publicly presenting the goverrment's point of vie

The Cabinet -
Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's

of its discussion and invited the Secretary of Sta
Employment to proceed accordingly.
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THE MINISTER OF AGRICULIURE said that, at the meeting of the
Agriculture Council on 23/24 October, the German Minister, with
from a mumber of other Member States, had strongly

criticised the decision of the Camission to determine the
Community's 1989 cereal harvest at 160.5 million tonnes which,
under the 1988 agreement on agricutural stabilisers, was just
sufficient to trigger an autcmatic 3 per cent cut in cereals
prices for 1990. This was ironic, since Germany had
jously been among the Member States pressing for the
jon to make the determination at an early stage, when the
of uncertainty was necessarily greater. Under the 1988
of the harvest exceeding 160
on tonnes should be an additional levy on cereals
P jon of 0.3 per cent, but the Commission had proposed that
this should be ignored on de minimis grounds, even though the
loss to the Commnity's budget would be same 50 million ECU.
fidsolated in opposing this departure from the 1988
( had,m:ever,sqportedapmposalpatfomaxdby
s that would result in the missing levy being
te.rdate. During the same meeting, there had
jon of the Camission's proposal to limit
kPrayments to livestock farmers in
disadvantaged {;(‘\- a maximm number of livestock per farm.
The effect of sud 'twmldbevirtually confined to the
‘.}nitﬁixil'm, =:,‘(’-.

Octcber.

In a brief discussion it was ¢

farmers in both Scotland and Walegy

limitation, if it were agreed. The United Kingdom had had same
sucoessinthepastinmistiquiscrminatorymasuresoftlﬁs
sort, and it would be essential to conti to do so. The
econamy of even large farms in hill

The present policy of the Cammission

switch in support towards smaller farms,

Member States such as Ireland, Greece and

the United Kingdam.

The Cabinet -

Took note.
Cabinet Office
26 October 1989
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