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SOUTH AFRICA ON THE EVE OF CHOGM

SUMMARY

1. INTERNAL SITUATION REMAINS SUBSTANTIALLY UNALTERED. GOVERN-

MENT'S WORST HANDICAP 1S A VIRTUAL LOSS OF CREDIBILATY AMONG

BLACKS. HARD TO SEE HOW THEY CAN REGAUN THIS. FURTHER EXTERNAL

PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT ALONE UNLIKELY TO FORCE THEIR HAND.

DETAL

2, 'k SHOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO REPORT SOME CHINKS OF LIGHT BUT

CANNOT HONESTLY DO SO. THE VIOLENCE AND UNREST CONTHNUE.

ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT ARE COMMITTED TQ REFORM AND DIALOGUE,

IN MY VIEW GENUINELY, FEW BLACKS NOW BELIEVE THEM AND NONE ARE

PREPARED TO SAY SO PUBLICLY OR TO NEGOTIATE ON THE GOVERN=-

MENT'S TERMS. THE PRESIDENT'S DURBAN SPEECH HAD A DISASTROUS

EFFECT NOT JUST ABROAD BUT AT HOME. REGARDLESS OF CONTENT, ITS

STYLE AND TONE WERE SO UTTERLY MISCALCULATED THAT 1T ONLY PROVED

HOW FAR THE GOVERNMENT (OR AT LEAST THE PRESADENT HIMSELF) WERE .

FROM UNDERSTANDING THE MOOD AMONG BLACKS.

3. NOTHING HAS GONE RUGHT SINCE THEN, GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS ARE

LEFT UNCERTAIN HOW THE CRISIS CAN BE DEFUSED. A SURPRISING NUMBER

OF THEM SEEM READY TO ACCEPT CHANGE: INTEGRATED HOUSING AND SCHOOL-

ING EXCEPTED, THE GOVERNMENT THEMSELVES APPEAR HESITANT. EVEN

RESPONSIBLE BLACKS ARE CAUGHT UP IN A ViEW PREVALENT /N THE TOWN-

SHIPS THAT THE GOVERNMENT ARE UNDER SUCH .INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL

PRESSURE THAT *°'ONE MORE HEAVE'® SHOULD BRING THEM DOWN WITHIN

THE NEXT YEAR OR S0. THI3 SHOWS THE EXTENT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S

CREDIBILITY GAP, LT ALSO SUGGE A SERIQUS MISREADING OF AFRI-

KANER RESOLVE BY THE BLACKS IF Y THINK THE GOVERNMENT CAN 2E
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CONFIDCEN F::AL
6. HOW DOES CONTINUED EXTERNAL PRESSURE FIT ‘INTO THIS PICTURE?
ONE CANNOT BE CERTAIN HOW FAR MEASURES BY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS HAVE
SPEEDED UP THE COURSE OF REFORM. THE MOST ONE CAN SAY IS THAT
SUCH MEASURES MAY HAVE HELPED IN CASES LIKE KWA NGEMA AND HAVE
ADDED TO OTHER GENERAL PRESSURES ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT.
EXTERNALLY THE DRY.ING UP OF FORE:IGN CREDHT 'IS THE OBViOUS EXAMPLE
OF A MOVE REALLY FELT HERE. I SUSPECT THAT TRADE UNHON BLACKING
OF SOUTH AFRICAN CARGOES MIGHT BECOME ANOTHER. A NET OUTFLOW OF
CAPITAL COUPLED WITH LOSS OF EXPORTS WOULD SERIOUSLY DAMAGE AN
ECONOMY ALREADY UNDER SEVERE INTERNAL STRAIN AND WOULD LMET
GOVERNMENT SPENDING ON HOUSING, UNEMPLOYMENT ETC, ALL OF WHICH THE
GOVERNMENT WILL STRIVE HARD TO AVOID.

7. AS REGARDS FURTHER ACTIONS BY GOVERNMENTS AGA{INST SOUTH

AFRICA WE HAVE ALMOST REACHED THE STAGE WHERE THESE WOULD MERELY
MAKE THE SOUTH AFRMCANS DH.G THE''R TOES IN. TAKEN BEYOND A CERTAIN
POINT THIS REACTION WOULD BE A RECIPE FOR TOTAL DI-SASTER. PRESI-
DENT BOTHA'S PLEAS TO THE REST OF THE WORLD S *''LEAVE US .IN PEACE"'".
BY THEIR L{GHTS THEY HAVE TAKEN R:ISKS KN INTRODUCING OR ANNOUN=-
CING CHANGE, YET F:PND THEMSELVES SCORNED BY BLACKS AND FOREI.GN-

ERS ALIKE. THEIR EXPERUMENT sIN CONTROLLED REFORM THREATENS TO

RUN OUT OF CONTROL. IN THEIR WIEW MORE AND MORE PRESSURE FROM
ABROAD NCW SERVES TO ST:AFFEN EXTREME BLACK DEMANDS.

8. I AM (INCREASHNGLY (INCLANED TO THMNK WE SHOULD DIRECT OUR OWN
HOPES FOR DI'ALOGUE AND PEACEFUL CHANGE 7O BLACKS AS WELL AS 7O

THE GOVERNMENT. PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY RESTS WITH THE GOVERN-
MENT. PRESSURE ON THEM SHOULD THEREFORE BE MAINTAINED. THE GOV-
ERNMENT ST:ILL HAVE 7O OFFER MORE, PART:‘ICULARLY ON POLITICAL-RIGHTS,
BUT IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS T TAKES TWO 7O COMPROMKSE. THERE MAY
COME A TWIME WHEN BLACKS WHETHER INSIDE OR OUTSIDE SOUTH AFRICA WiLL
ALSO HAVE 70 SHOW A GREATER SENSE OF REAL:ISM, HARD AS -7 WOULD BE
FOR US OR ANYONE ELSE TO PUT SUCH A MESSAGE ACROSS (N PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES.
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