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14th March 1qS0

Thank you very much for your letter of 13th March about
liaison with academics.

Oh dear! It seems we both assumee the other had clearee
the wires with Mark Carlisle. I'm sorry about this,

having been through the Britton and Hampson apnointments,
ought to have known better.

I have always understood that the purpose of the "academic"
job was to plyg sympathetic university dons into Party
committees, the Research Department ane so on. It was
never meant to be part of the job to act as a spokesman
on Pigher Education, although / suspect in an effort
to balance Rhodes Boyson, Norman St John Stevas used
to put Keith Hampson onto the Conference Platform in
Opposttion although the latter was not in fact a front
bench opokesman.

Mark Carlisle has every right to feel a little perturbed,
as does Rhodes Boyson. It may not be too late for the
Prime Minister to write formally to Rbbert Rhodes James
setting out what she wants him to do. Perhaps it would
go some way towards claming Mark Carlisle and Rhoees Poyson.
On the other side of the coin Robert Rhoees James mibht
feel we were being rather heavy handed were the Prime
Minister to write to him (without reference to the TES
piece).

Another potion might be for either you or Mark Carlisle
to spell out the role to Robert Rhodes James. If Mark
did it, then perhaps there would be good reason for
Rhodes Boyson being present.

If you would like me to talk about this. I will giaely
come and see you. Meanwhile.if I might exnress a view,
I have a feeling that Robert Phodes James is not the sort
of person to confine himself to acting as a postbox ane
touring the country to make contact,without passing several
judgements during the course of his journies!

Richard Ryeer
Political Office



•
Government Chief Whip

12 Downing Street. London SW1

CONFIDENTIAL 13th March 1980

I am afraid we are in some difficulty with regard to

Robert Rhodes James's academic liaison appointment.

Apparently nobody consulted Mark Carlisle, who has been

astonished to find various reports of Robert's views

appearing in the press. I had assumed that you were in

touch with Mark, but it iSes seem that we have both slipped

up over this. Mark is especially concerned about the

article which I enclose, with a copy of the letter he has

sent me.

In any case, I am intending to have Robert in as I am

extremely unhappy about his position as PPS in view of this.

However, if you have any comments, perhaps we could talk it

over before I see him.

R. Ryder Esq.,
10 Downing Street.
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